
E-News from the Columbia River Gorge Refuges: 
Steigerwald Lake, Franz Lake & Pierce National Wild life Refuges  

What Do You Call?  
 

What do you call a group of cranes? 
(See page 4 for the answer) 

 
 
Wild Flower Surveys at Pierce NWR  
 
Camas lilies, chocolate lilies, tiger lilies, fringe 
cup, bleeding heart – these are just a few of 
the almost 160 wild flower species found at 
Pierce National Wildlife Refuge.   For the first 
time since it became a refuge in 1983, the flora 
of Pierce NWR near North Bonneville are being 
identified and catalogued.   
 

Led by botanist and wild 
flower expert Sherry 
Spencer, volunteers 
have been conducting 
the wild flower surveys 
monthly since April.  
The surveys are 
repeated at intervals 
because different plants 
bloom at different times.  
 
The approach combines 
both high-tech and low-
tech elements.  The   
low-tech part involves                    

Sherry Spencer          walking the Refuges 
and eye-balling the terrain for flowers.  The 
high-tech part means entering the data in a 
GPS system so the flowers can later be 
“mapped.”   
 
The map will be a useful tool for refuge 
management to use to protect species that are 
endangered or threatened and to avoid any 
activities that would harm them.   
 
 

 
 
Sherry has been pleased to find so many wild 
flowers at Pierce.  The number of wild flower  
species identified so far is a much higher than 
originally anticipated given that cattle had 
grazed on the Pierce family ranch until Lena  
Pierce donated the land as a wildlife refuge in 
1983.   
 
In addition to 
identifying 
the wild 
flower 
residents of 
the refuge, 
other efforts 
are underway 
to identify the 
locations of 
invasive 
species such 
as Himalayan 
blackberry, 
English ivy, 
holly, and false           Chocolate Lily   
indigo bush.   Armed with GPS locations, 
efforts can be directed to greatly reduce the 
invaders.   
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Interpretive Trail and Kiosk  
 
If you have driven by Steigerwald Lake NWR 
recently, you have probably seen the heavy  
equipment and piles of dirt at the refuge  
entrance on the south side of Highway 14 just 
east of Gibbons Creek. 

 
Construction of an interpretive kiosk, parking 
area and trail is underway.  When completed, 
the trail will provide the first public access to 
Steigerwald Lake NWR.  The trail also will 
connect with the Dike Trail that runs along the 
Columbia River from Steamboat Landing to the 
eastern boundary of the refuge.   
 
A Grand Opening will be held next year.   
 
 
Environmental Education  
 
Efforts are underway to develop an 
environmental education program for the 
Columbia Gorge Refuges.  The goal is to 
develop a program that fulfills the education 
needs of local students while providing them 
the opportunity to learn about the Columbia 
Gorge Refuges and their resources.  Initially, 
this program will be conducted at Steigerwald 
Lake NWR, but we would like to expand it to 
include Pierce NWR in the future.   
 
A team of teachers, administrators, USFWS 
staff, and volunteers has taken up the 

challenge of developing this program.  If you 
have environmental education or other  
education background/interests and would be 
willing to spend some time helping us get this 
valuable program off the ground, please 
contact board member Wilson Cady at 360-
835-5947 or email him at 
gorgebirds@juno.com. 

 
 
Congratulations to Wilson Cady 
 
For all the many ways he has served the area, 
the Camas Washougal Chamber of Commerce 
recently honored board member Wilson Cady 
with its Citizen of the Year award.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Wilson and Susan Cady 
 
All of Wilson’s many accomplishments and 
contributions are too numerous to list here.  
Among his most notable achievements, Wilson 
was instrumental in the creation of Steigerwald 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge, the (cont.)  
 

Thanks to 
Columbia Credit Union 

For its $1,000 contribution to 
Our Environmental Education Program 
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(Congratulations continued) 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, 
Indian Heaven and Trapper Creek Wilderness 
Areas in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, 
and Captain William Clark Park at Cottonwood 
Beach. 
 
Wilson is a founding member of: 

·  Vancouver chapter of the National 
Audubon Society 

·  Friends of the Columbia River Gorge 
·  Columbia Gorge Refuge Stewards 

 
Wilson continues to lead field trips and write 
articles for several birding and conservation 
organizations.  He has mentored 15 Eagle 
Scouts on their projects.  And he has 
organized numerous volunteer habitat 
restoration projects on the Columbia Gorge 
Refuges and Ridgefield National Wildlife 
Refuge. 
 
He is currently working with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and teachers and 
administrators of local school districts to create 
an Environmental Education Program for the 
Columbia Gorge Refuges.   
 
Congratulations and thanks, Wilson! 
 
 
On the Refuge - Nesting Season 2008 
 -- by Wilson Cady 
 
This year started out cold and wet, and 
unfortunately that was highly detrimental to 
most of the locally nesting birds. Swallows and 
other insect-eating birds found very little food 
during the early part of the season.  Many of 
these birds abandoned their nests and eggs. 
There were reports of adult Purple Martins 
being found dead in the nesting gourds put up 
for them in other areas of the Pacific NW.  
 
We have just begun to check the colonies 
along the Washougal Dike and band the chicks 
there. From our early observations, the number 

of nesting pairs on the Refuge is down about 
30 percent from last year. This is a real blow to 
a bird that is on the Washington Species of 
Statewide Concern list.  Purple Martins are the 
largest member of the swallow family.  About 
half of the entire Columbia River population 
nests on Steigerwald Lake NWR. 
 
Many other species were affected by the cold, 
wet spring including ducks whose nests were 
flooded out by high water. Luckily many birds 
have attempted to re-nest and by mid-July I 
was seeing young ducklings on the refuge. 
Some of the smaller bird species, such as 
swallows, warblers and sparrows, will raise two 
or more broods in a year.  I hope these young 
birds will have time to grow and mature before 
they migrate south in late August. 
 
A Bald Eagle started a nest along the dike this 
spring but later checks of the nest site revealed 
that the eagle had gone elsewhere and the 
nest was occupied by an Osprey. It is not 
unusual for an eagle to build more than one 
nest before finally deciding which one to use. 
The bird may return to either nest in future 
seasons. 
 
Although we consider it to be mid-summer, 
there already are some migrant birds moving 
south from their Arctic breeding grounds. This 
would include many of the shorebirds as well 
as some individuals of other species whose 
nesting attempts failed. 
 
 
Thank You!  
 
Special thanks to member Julie Singmaster  
for donating the funds that allowed expansion 
of the Steigerwald Lake Refuge irrigation 
system.  The irrigation project will help assure 
the survival of the recently planted oak 
savanna at the Refuge 
 
Thanks also to Ewing Irrigation for their help 
with the irrigation project. 
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Help Wanted  

 
Team leaders needed  to oversee volunteers 
in habitat restoration projects such as tree 
planting, blackberry removal, and summer 
watering.  If you can help, call Refuge Manager 
Jim Clapp at 360-835-8767.   
 
Computer support person needed  to help 
maintain Refuge Stewards web site and photo 
files.   If you have the skills and the interest, 
contact Dave Miller via our email 
volunteer@refugestewards.org.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Become a Member of the Columbia 
Gorge Refuge Stewards 
 
We invite you to join us in our efforts to support 
the Columbia River Gorge Refuges.  By joining 
the Refuge Stewards, you support the fish, 
wildlife and plants that rely on the Gorge 
Refuges and assure that they can be enjoyed 
by our children and grandchildren. 
 
If you have any questions, please visit our 
website at www.refugestewards.org, or contact 
us at volunteer@refugestewards.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Member Benefits 
 
Members will receive periodic news about the  
Refuges, Stewards’ activities, and 
opportunities to visit the Refuges or volunteer 
for projects.   Providing your email address 
helps us save money in distributing this 
information. Members also are invited to 
special members-only tours, attend board  
meetings, participate in committees, and 
vote at the annual meeting. 
 
Choose Your Membership Level 
 
__ $15 Individual 
__ $25 Family 
__ Donation $_______ (please indicate amount) 
All dues and donations are fully tax deductible. 
 
Name________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address 
___________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address  
 
 
City______________________State_____ 
 
Zip_________ 
 
Phone________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to Columbia 
Gorge Refuge Stewards and mail to: 
 
Columbia Gorge Refuge Stewards 
PO Box 827 
Washougal, Washington 98671 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
What do you call a group of cranes? 

A sedge or a siege. 
 


